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The persons who were to go to Plymouth and New Hamp- 
shire for papers relating to the Vermont affair are to set off 
to-day. The roads and weather have prevented their going 
before. Please to inform General Scot of this. I don't write 
to him, because he is a letter or two in my debt ; and it is a 
rule with me, not to write to those who neglect answering my 
letters. I am making some extracts from an old manuscript 
history, which will be of use to New York in that contro- 
versy. These I shall bring with me. 

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

Eben Hazard. 



NOVEMBER MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Nov. 11, at their rooms in Tremont Street, 
Boston; the President, Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in 
the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Depart- 
ment of State of the United States; L. A. Huguet 
Latour, Esq. ; Hon. George Folsom ; Hon. S. D. Bell ; 
Rev. William Barry ; Rev. F. Denison ; Hon. J. V. H. 
Clark ; Benjamin Guild, Esq. ; H. T. Duncan, Esq. ; 
Adams and Sampson ; and from Messrs. Adams, Brooks, 
Felt, Bobbins, Shurtleff, Willard, and Winthrop, of the 
Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated letters of 
acceptance from Dr. S. G. Kohl and Count Jules de 
Menou. 

The President presented, on behalf of Benjamin R. 
Winthrop, Esq., two medals of the American Art 



134 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Nov. 

Union, — one of Washington Allston, for the year 1847 ; 
and the other of Gilbert Stuart, for the year 1848. The 
thanks of the Society were voted to the donor for his 
acceptable gift to the cabinet. 

The President also laid on the table a "Memoir of 
the Life of John Quincy Adams," by Josiah Quincy; 
a gift to the library from the author. 

The Standing Committee were clothed with full 
powers to make all necessary arrangements for the 
delivery, on the 9th of December, of Mr. Everett's Ad- 
dress commemorative of the life and character of the 
Society's munificent benefactor, Thomas Dowse. 

The Librarian presented a photograph of the Trus- 
tees of the Massachusetts Humane Society ; a gift from 
the trustees. 

Mr. Ticknor, from the Committee on the Belknap 
Donation, made a summary verbal report of the doings 
of the Committee ; calling the attention of the Society 
to two cabinets, in which had been deposited the manu- 
script sermons and valuable pamphlets of Dr. Belknap, 
in neat and elegant bindings ; and also to his correspond- 
ence, which the Committee had caused to be properly 
arranged in numbered letter-books. 

Mr. Ticknor alluded in strong terms of commendation 
to the important services which had been rendered by 
his colleague, Mr. Deane. After interesting remarks, 
the same gentleman read to the Society several original 
letters from General Washington to Dr. Belknap, and 
one from Lord Lyttelton, dated London, March 29, 
1776. Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Willard, it was 
unanimously Voted, That the thanks of the Society be 
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presented to Messrs. Ticknor and Deane for their highly 
valuable and successful services to the Society in arran- 
ging the Belknap Papers, and in providing for the pre- 
servation of Dr. Belknap's sermons and pamphlets in 
strong and beautiful bindings. 

The letters referred to above are here printed : — 

London, March, 29, 1766. 

Sir, — I am much ashamed of not having sooner returned 
you my thanks for the favor of your letter, and for the plea- 
sure I received from the verses you were so good as to send 
me ; but I waited till Mrs. Carter should come to town, that I 
might show her your letter, and make her acknowledgments, 
as well as my own, for the honor you have done us. Her 
stay in the country was longer than 1 had expected ; but she 
is now in London, and desires me to join her thanks to mine 
for the obligations we have to you. We are both pleased 
with your verses, in which the spirit of poetry is not want- 
ing, but in which a still better spirit — that of piety and 
virtue — • is very abundant. It is particularly meritorious in 
a young man of your age to employ such fine parts in the 
service of religion and Christian morality. Go on, dear sir, 
to cultivate in your heart these excellent sentiments, and in 
your mind these amiable talents. Not only the poet's laurel, 
but a more unfading crown, will be the reward of your perse- 
verance. May I not also add, that (if you are Thyrsis) the 
constant love of the charming Sylvia will be a sweeter recom- 
pense than any other this world can give to her shepherd's 
genius and goodness? 

Permit me to tell, that I feel the pleasure you have given 
me not a little alloyed by the reflection, that the distance we 
are at from each other will not allow me to cultivate a per- 
sonal acquaintance with one whose character I so much 
esteem. But the vast tract of ocean which separates our 
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bodies cannot hinder our souls from joining in friendly sym- 
pathy with each other ; and believe me, dear sir, that as you 
say your soul will always love me, so mine will sincerely return 
that love. As one mark of this affection, and by way of 
acknowledgment for the present you made to me, I have 
ordered Mr. Dodsley to send a new edition I have published 
of my "Dialogues of the Dead," with four additional dia- 
logues, and many corrections of the former. If there is any 
thing for your pleasure or service in this country which I can 
do, you may command, 

Dear sir, your most faithful and obedient servant, 

Lyttelton. 

Mount Vernon, 5th January, 1785. 

Reverend Sir, — A few days ago, under cover from Mr. 
Hazard of Philadelphia, I was honored with your favor of 
the 19th of July, and the first volume of your " History 
of New Hampshire." 

For both, I pray you to accept my thanks; but my ac- 
knowledgments are more particularly due for your favorable 
expression, in the former, of my past endeavors to support 
the cause of liberty. 

The proof you have given of your approbation of this is 
interesting. I receive it with gratitude, and am with great 
respect, 

Reverend sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) George Washington. 

The Rev. Mr. Belknap. 

Philadelphia, May 9, 1794. 

Sir, — Your letter of the 14th ultimo, and the first volume 
of an American Biography, came safe to my hands. For 
both, 1 pray you to accept my thanks, and to consider me as 
a subscriber for the latter. 

I wish it was in my power to afford you any aid in the 
prosecution of so desirable a work. But I do not see wherein 
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I can ; and, if I did, my avocations are of such a nature as to 
allow me no time to profit by the means. My good wishes, 
therefore, seems to be all that is left me on this occasion. 
These, with great sincerity, I offer you, with assurances of 
being, 

Sir, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) George Washington. 

The Rev. Mr. J. Belknap. 

Mount Vernon, 15th June, 1798. 

Reverend Sir, — Your favor of the 29th ultimo, accom- 
panying the discourse delivered on the day recommended by 
the President of the United States to be observed for a fast, 
was received in the usual course of the mail from Bqston ; 
and the copies therewith sent were forwarded agreeably to 
your desire. 

My best wishes attend the prosecution of your " American 
Biography," and (not recollecting whether the request was 
made before) I desire I may be considered as a subscriber to 
the first volume. To the proposal which came under cover 
to me, I have affixed my name ; and will lodge the paper in 
the hands of a gentleman in Alexandria, for the convenience 
of those who may incline to become subscribers thereto, and 
thereafter to return it to you. 

My information relative to the family of Calvert is more 
limited than the one detailed by you. I know little more of it 
than what is recited in the " History of Virginia ; " but I will 
send a transcript of so much of your letter as relates to this 
subject to a well-informed gentleman of my acquaintance in 
Maryland (Judge Chase), and give you the result. 

I know of no other histories of Virginia than those men- 
tioned in your letter; but I recollect well to have heard 
the late Richard Bland, of Prince-George City, say, before the 
Revolution, that he was either possessed of or was collecting 
materials, and hoped to furnish a more correct history of it 
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than any that was then extant. He was very competent to 
the undertaking ; being a man of erudition and intelligence, 
long a member of the councils of this State, and afterwards 
a member of the first Congresses that were held in Philadel- 
phia. Bishop Madison, with whom you seem to be in the 
habit of corresponding, is as likely to give information on the 
point sought after by you as any one person I am acquainted 
with. To the descendant of a gentleman (the Hon. Richard 
Corbin, many years deceased), who, it has been said, possessed 
some valuable notes relative to ancient transactions and the 
actors of those times in this State, I will write ; and, if any 
thing worthy of notice is obtained, you shall be furnished 
therewith. 

If I can render you any service in procuring materials for 
your valuable Biography, I shall feel pleasure in doing it. I 
hope both life and health will be dispensed to you by Him in 
whose hands all things are, until this and many other of your 
good works are completed. 

For the discourse which you were so obliging as to send 
me, and for the favorable sentiments with which it was accom- 
panied, I pray you to accept the best thanks of, reverend 

sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 
The Rev. Mr. Belknap. 

Mount Vernon, 12th July, 1798. 

Reverend Sir, — Agreeably to the promise contained . in 

my last, I put your proposal for continuing and enlarging 

the subscription for the " American Biography," &c, into the 

hands of a friend of mine in Alexandria, for the purpose of 

obtaining subscribers ; and enclosed you will receive the 

result. — With great esteem and respect, 

I am, sir, your obedient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 



